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AUGUST 8, 2008: WHAT CAN THE WORLD DO?

Twenty years after the 8888 national uprising, the international community must realize that
unconditional engagement, discreet diplomacy, and ASEAN’s so-called constructive
engagement has failed.

While sanctions are a useful source of pressure and an effective signal to the regime that it
will not be rewarded for brutality, these strategies have been undermined by governments that
refuse to be pro-active. Such apathy and lack of political will has enabled the regime to
perpetuate conditions that harm the people of Burma and intensify threats to regional security.

The international community must stand united and deny the regime the means — weapons,
money, and diplomatic protection - to continue oppressing and killing civilians, and causing
increasing threats to human security. A strong, united position will ensure that the regime has
no choice but to engage in genuine political and economic reforms. Such reforms must begin
with:

1. The unconditional release all political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
2. The cessation of repression and hostilities against ethnic groups.
3. The commencement of tripartite dialogue.

We are all part of the solution!

Burma’s neighbors and the international community must work together with the movement
for genuine reforms and national reconciliation in Burma. The international community must
publicly support the solutions proposed by Burma’s democracy movement that focus on a
transitional power-sharing formula, and encourage the Burmese junta, the State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC), to be part of the solution.

In the past 20 years, the movement has grown and diversified. Organizations spanning diverse
sectors, ethnic nationalities, interest groups, political factions, and international boundaries
have grown in their capacity to work together and form alliances on matters of common
interest. Together, they have begun developing common strategies and a common vision for
the future of Burma. They continually struggle against the challenges caused by the
oppressive regime and other factors. Such determination and resourcefulness deserves much
more international support.

The international community must adopt a common position to ensure that Burma’s military
regime delivers genuine reforms within a clearly-stated timeframe. The common position
must guarantee an inclusive process that allows key stakeholders such as the National League
for Democracy (NLD) and ethnic nationality leadership to work freely as legitimate partners
with the military regime.

Countries of ASEAN, South and East Asia, in particular China and India, have the main
responsibility to ensure there is genuine change in Burma. They are also the countries that
will suffer the most if the current situation continues to deteriorate in Burma.
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What can individuals do?

Democratic change in Burma must also be supported by individuals and international
solidarity movements. Individuals can show their support for the people of Burma and their
struggle for democracy.

- Join campaigns that support human rights, democracy and justice in Burma

- Support Burma organizations in your country and in Burma’s border areas

- Participate in Burma-solidarity actions

- Learn more about the oppressive regime in Burma and its allies

- Learn more about what happened in Burma in 1988 and what has happened since

- Sign petitions, write letters to newspapers and politicians, and raise awareness about how
your country supports the regime in Burma, and what it should be doing to support
democracy.

Appendix: Key unity statements

Over the past twenty years, pro-democracy and ethnic parties and other stakeholders have
built alliances to strengthened unity across groups, and offered consistent and practical
strategies to address the problems affecting Burma:

Title/Date Signatories Key points

Bo Aung NLD and UNLD (representing ethnic pro- Committed to federalism. Called for a

Kyaw Street democracy parties that won the 1990 National Consultation Convention to

Declaration elections) establish the principles for a new

1990 constitution which would recognize the
rights of all ethnic nationalities.

Marnerplaw National Coalition Government of the Committed to a true Federal Union where

Agreement Union of Burma (NCGUB), National equality, rights of self-determination,

July 31, 1992"

League for Democracy, Liberated Area
(NLD-LA), Democratic Alliance of
Burma(DAB), and National Democratic
Front (NDF).

democracy and basic human rights are
guaranteed.

Mae Tha Raw | Karen National Progressive Party, Pa-O Agreed on common principles to establish
Tha People’s Liberation Organization, Wa a genuine, democratic federal union
Agreement National Organization, United Wa State based on the equality and self-
January 14, Party, Palaung State Liberation Front, determination of nationalities.
19972 Kachin Independent Organization, All Rejected junta’s National Convention.
Araken Students and youth congress, N .
Lahu Democratic Front, New Mon State Called for Trlpar.tl_te Dialogue to resolve
Party, Arakan Liberation Party, Kayan problems by political means.
New Land Party, Shan United Called for immediate cessation of military
Revolutionary Army, Chin National Front, | attacks against ethnic communities.
Shan Democratic Union, Karen National
Union and individual delegates
Thoo Mweh Elected MPs & ethnic groups: All Burma Unanimously declared that that the
Klo Muslim Union, All Burma Students’ conflict in Burma stems from junta’s
Declaration Democratic Front, All Burma Students’ oppression of ethnic nationalities.

14 December,
1998°

League, All Burma Young Monk’s Union,
Arakan League for Democracy, Arakan
Liberation Party, Chin National Front, Chin
National League for Democracy,
Communist Party of Burma, Democratic

Reiterated commitment to tripartite
dialogue.

Rejected the SPDC’s National
Convention.

Reiterated commitment to a genuine

1 http://www.ncub.org/PoliticalAgreement/MarnerplawAgreement.pdf

2 Ethnic Nationalities Seminar (Jan 1997) Mae Tha Raw Hta Agreement
http://www.encburma.org/Agreements/Eng/Mae_Tha_Raw_Hta_Eng.pdf
3 Seminar on National Solidarity (14 Dec 98)Thoo Mweh klo Agreement
http://www.encburma.org/Agreements/Eng/Thoo_Mweh_klo_Agreement_Eng.pdf




Party for a New Society, Karen National
Union, Lahu Democratic Front, Myeik-
Dewai United Front, Muslim Liberation
Organization, Members of Parliament
Union, National League for Democracy-
Liberated Area, People Defense Force,
People’s Liberation Front, Pa-O People’s
Liberation Organization, People’s Patriotic
Party, Palaung State Liberation Front,
Shan Democratic Union, Wa National
Organization

federal union that recognized ethnics’ right
to self determination.

Key alliances

Name Members Function/role
Ethnic National Democratic Front (ethnic alliance | Entrusted with the task of fostering unity
Nationalities of 8 key armed groups) and the UNLD-LA | and cooperation between all ethnic

Council (ENC)

(see below)

nationalities in preparation for a Tripartite
Dialogue, transition to democracy and the
establishment of a genuine Federal Union
of Burma.

National National Democratic Front, Democratic Works on democratic principles to
Council of the | Alliance of Burma, National League for achieve a democratic federal system in
Union of Democracy - Liberated and Members of Burma. Equality for all can be achieved
Burma Parliamentary Union - a total of 28 key only through transparent and inclusive
(NCUB) organizations representing pro- participation. formed on September 22,
democracy and ethnic nationality 1992
stakeholders.
National Initiated by the UNLD and the NDF. Has Established in 1998 with the aim of the
Reconciliation | the participation of seven state establishment of a Federal Union of
Program constitution drafting committees and a Burma by assisting ethnic nationalities in
Burman study group. preparing for a tripartite dialogue.
NCGUB MPs-elect from the Party for National Formed in December 1990 from MPs-
Democracy, National League for elect who left Burma. Is the government-
Democracy, Chin National League for in-exile of the Union of Burma
Democracy, Democratic Organization for
Kayan National Unity, Arakan League for
Democracy, and Independents
United Alliance of 21 political parties Established in 1988. Won 35% of the
Nationalities representing non-Burman ethnic popular vote and 16% of parliamentary
League for nationalities that contested the 1990 seats (67 seats). The UNLD was banned
Democracy general elections under the slogan and declared illegal in 1992. The UNLD in
(UNLD) “democracy and equality”. exile was officially re-established in the
liberated areas on the Thai-Burma border
in 1998 as UNLD-LA.
WLB Burmese Women's Union, Kachin Umbrella organization comprising

Women's Association-Thailand, Karen
Women's Organization, Karenni National
Women's Organization, Kuki Women's
Human Rights Organization, Lahu
Women's Organization, Palaung
Women's Organization, Pa-O Women's
Union, Rakhaing Women's Union, Shan
Women's Action Network, Tavoy
Women's Union, Women's Rights and
Welfare Association of Burma

women's organizations of different ethnic
backgrounds from Burma. Founded in
December 1999 to work for women's
empowerment and advancement of the
status of women, and to work for the
increased participation of women in all
spheres of society in the democracy
movement, and in peace and national
reconciliation processes.




